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The remaining chapters dealing with the relations with other countries 
are entertaining and instructive, particularly the last chapter of the 
book, which is devoted to Japan. Some portions of these chapters, how- 
ever, could well be condensed. 

The book leaves with the reader some strong impressions. The United 
States seems to be depicted as a boy, who has grown beyond his years, 
who possesses the vigor of manhood but lacks the poise and experience 
of age, while with the enthusiasm and rashness of youth he attempts 
difficulties that would cause older and wiser men to hesitate. The 
Spanish war looms large as an epoch-making event in American history. 
It is the pivot on which international policies and principles have swung 
about. It has turned the thoughts and ambitions of the American 
people into new channels, placed before them new ideals, and excited 
their imagination as to the future field of their country's greatness. One 
feels in reading the book that, while altruism and humanitarianism have 
been constantly invoked by the United States, in the back-ground lies 
the real force in directing international affairs — self-interest. This is 
not done hypocritically but honestly. It is a species of self-delusion 
natural to a people whose moral standard is high and whose ideals are 
noble. 

Above all a reader is impressed by the gravity of the international 
questions which American statesmen must consider and determine, for 
in their determination, whether right or wrong, lie the destinies of the 
republic. 

Robert Lansing. 



The Romance of American Expansion. By H. Addington Bruce. New 
York: Moffat, Yard and Co. 1909. pp. 245. $1.75 net. 

This book aims to present the story of American expansion in a popular 
form and does not go beyond printed and readily accessible material for 
its source. It is not intended for scholars and it will not profit them to 
read it; but the general reader will find it both interesting and instruct- 
ing. The best method of depicting an irresistible movement on the part 
of a people is not by biographical sketches. If not one of the characters 
of whom Mr. Bruce gives an account had lived the expansion of the 
United States would have proceeded on substantially the same lines which 
it has followed. Mr. Bruce has, however, subordinated individuals to 
the events which controlled them and the result is surprisingly good. 
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In reality, his book is an example of better biographical method than of 
historical method. 

Long before the United States bought Louisiana the pioneer emigra- 
tion westward began. The emigrants were home-makers, who were bold 
adventurers and men of resource, and none among them was bolder nor 
more resourceful than Daniel Boone, who forms the subject of Mr. 
Bruce's first chapter. To him and the men who followed him the Mis 
sissippi Eiver was the natural and only highway for carrying their 
products to market, and when Spain closed the mouth of the river it 
became absolutely necessary to the western country that the act be un- 
done. Accordingly, Thomas Jefferson, as president, opened negotiations 
with France, to whom title to the territory surrounding the mouth of the 
river had passed, to acquire it. For this reason and because he had 
always held advanced views on the subject of the spreading destiny of 
America, Thomas Jefferson is the second great expansionist brought 
upon the stage. Mr. Bruce has accorded no agency in the acquisition of 
Louisiana to James Madison, but that statesman, over-modest in life, 
must have become accustomed by this time to neglect in history ; yet it is 
indisputable that his instruction to John Jay in October, 1780, to press 
Spain for the right of free navigation of the Mississippi, and his preven- 
tion of the surrender of the river in 1787 had a considerable bearing 
upon the treaty of cession which Livingston and Munroe signed in 1803. 

Efforts to buy the Floridas had been made at the same time with the 
offers which resulted in the acquisition of Louisiana, and a natural 
sequence of that acquisition was renewed activity to obtain the Floridas. 
The invasion of West Florida by Andrew Jackson undoubtedly hastened 
the purchase; therefore, Andrew Jackson is selected as the third typical 
expansionist. 

The annexation of Texas was brought about, as Mr. Bruce truly says, 
by causes which do not connect themselves with the logical progress of 
previous acquisitions, for elements of conspiracy and political trickery 
entered into it and the sectional question of slavery played a large part. 
Sam Houston had as much to do with its actual accomplishment as any 
one else and Mr. Bruce groups his account of the annexation about him. 

For the Oregon occupation he accepts Senator Thomas H. Benton as 
the chief factor. He has shown such a versatility of choice in the 
selection of his types, giving us a backwoodsman, a philosophical states- 
man, a general, and a conspiring adventurer, that we can not refrain 
from the suggestion that in dealing with Oregon he might have given us 
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even more variety by an account of John Jacob Astor, who founded 
Astoria for trading purposes and gave to the United States the foothold 
which lead to possession. We think, also, that in his hints for reading 
on the subject of the Oregon question he should not have left out reference 
to Von Hoist's chapter on this subject in his Constitutional History of 
the United States, for it is full and authoritative. 

Telling the story of the conquest of California through John C. Fre- 
mont, and the purchase of Alaska by William H. Seward the book closes 
with an account of William McKinley as the agent in adding Hawaii, 
Porto Eico and the Philippines to our domain, and this part is too rose- 
colored and undiscriminating to be called history. We miss in it any 
reference to the sagacity of the two consuls, Pratt at Singapore and 
Wildman at Hongkong, who brought Aguinaldo from his retirement and 
sent him on to Dewey, or any defense of Dewey's judgment in putting 
arms into his hands. 

Mr. Bruce's style is admirable and the influence of the book upon 
young men who will read it must be wholesome. 

Gaillard Hunt. 



Lehrbuch des internationalen KonhUrsrechts. By Dr. P. Meili. Zurich : 
Orell Fiissli. 1909. pp. xvi, 292. 

The book now before us may be considered as a sequel to two earlier 
publications by this author. The first one, evidently regarded by the 
author himself as the parent work, appeared in 1902 and in its English 
form (1905) bears the title "International Civil and Commercial Law." 
The second work treats of the subject of international civil procedure 
and appeared in 1906. Preliminary to the publication of the present 
work, which deals with the conflict of laws in respect of bankruptcy, the 
author made a detailed study of the various treaties relating to this topic, 
existing between various nations on the continent of Europe, the result 
of which was published in pamphlet form in 1908. As a further pre- 
liminary study, the author has reviewed historically the relation of various 
systems of law one to another in the matter of bankruptcy practice and 
procedure, beginning with certain isolated references in Eoman authori- 
ties, continuing through the period of the commercial supremacy of the 
north Italian municipalities and down to the present period of the na- 
tional diversification of legislation. These researches were published in 
1908 as a Festschrift in celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the con- 



